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To the Right Reverend Father in God 
Edward by Divine permiſſion Lord Biſhop 
of Carliſle, Thomas Lodington Recor of 
Welby in 'the County of Lincoln, wiſheth 


all happineſs temporal and eternal, 


My Lord, 


Have long deliberated, whether to offer 
[| this Sermon to the publick view; though 
ſome of the moſt Learned and Judicious of 
the Clergie, who heard it, were pleaſed to ex- 
preſs their good approbation of it. 
T his long demur I have recompenſed by a rea- 
dy reſolution in the Dedication of it, namely, 
to put it under your Lordſhip's Patronage. 
Your Lordſhip was pleaſed, ſome years ſrnce, to 
fixe me in a place very advantageous for my ſtu- 


2 dies, 


FORE. EE 


Tar EpisTLE: 


dies, by preferring me in your Colledge. T bere- 


fare if I were able to bring forth any thing in 


any meaſure worthy of the Preſs, I muſt acknow- 


ledge my ſelf obliged both in juſtice and gratitude, 
to-make - a tender of it to your Lordſhip. And 
indeed this was one thing that weighed heavy in 
the Balance, and caſt the Scales this way ; that 
I might by Fn means gain occaſuon to make a 
publick thank full acknowledgment of your Lord- 
ſhip's reſpett's and kindnefs to me. 


But there 1s a further account, my Lord, to 


be given of this my ready choice. T he deſign of 


the enſuing Diſcourſe is, T hat the Sacred F un- 
Hon of the Miniſtry be preſerved i in its due ho- 
nour, by the Prous and prudent demeanour of all 
perſons imployed init ; that ſo the corrupt nature 


of men, prone to vilifie, deſpiſe, and oppoſe what- 


ſoever gives check to their luſts, and calls them, 


to better carriage towards God and man, may be 


put to greateſt fr aits-how to give a tolerable ac- 
count of their contempt of the Miniſtry, while: 


thoſe pe ſons that ſerve in it, are ſo diligent in 
their Office, and circum(pect in their Converſ: 1- 
. [4 100. 


- 


Depicartory:; 


tion. My Lord, I have had the happineſs to 
know your Lordſhip above thirty years, and to- 
be acquainted with you moſt of that time, and 
have obſerved, it hath been your Lordſhip's con- 
ſtant pious care to ſuppreſs Vice, and encourage 
Vertue, by your ſeverity againſt the one, and re- 
wards to the other , . in the Diſcipline of that 
Colledge prudently managed by-your Lordſhip, 
when Maſter of it; and alſo before, when you- 
bore a lower Office in it. Neither did the loo: 
neſs of thoſe times, nor your Lordſhip's diſuſe 
from Government, thoſe many years of your 
Exile from your Colledge, ſlacken your hands t9 
your former pious prattice : but upon your returs 
to your place, your Lordſhip returned alſo to your- 
former courſe. And ſo your Lordſhip hath ſerv- 
ed happily in your former ſtation to this great end, 
That Youth might be trained up to Vertue, and. 
accompliſhed with Learning, that thoſe , who 
ſhould be called to the Miniſterial Funttion, 
might be fitted, to build with both hands in the 
Temple of the Lord, namely, ſound Dofrine,. 


and vertuors life. 


And -: 
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And ſince your Lordſhips promotion to that 
place of Honour your Lordſhip now holds in the 
Church; to exemplifie the Pſalmiſts charaer 
of pious men, . in your own Perſon , T hat they 
hall bring forth more fruit in their age ; Tour 
Lordſhip hath uſed the ſame methods of Govern- 
ment in your Diocels, as. formerly in your 
Colledge , for the preſervation of the in- 
nocency, and conſequently the honour of your 
Clergy. 

And thus, my Lord, it having been your 
Lordſhips tormer care to train men up in Piety 
and. Learning, to render them worthy of admit- 
tance into the Sacred Office of the Miniſtry ; and 
your .Lordſhips prelent care, that thoſe under 
your Government might walk worthy of their 
Holy Calling : I have reaſon to conclude your 
Lordſhip moſt worthy, and to hope your Lord.- 
ſhip will be willing to undertake the Patronage of 
this Sermon , which makes ſome overtures fur- 


ther to do, what your Lordſhip hath been doing 
moſt of your life, and is ſtill doing. 


T bat 


Depicartory. 


That Almighty God would bleſs your Lord- 
ſhip with the abundance of all bleſſings Spiritual 
and T emporg|, that your Lordſhip may live long 
to ſerve God in his Church, to the glory of God, 
the good of the Church, and your own happy ac- 
count at the laſt day, is the earneſt deſire, and - 
ſhall be the conſtant prayer of,- 


My Lord. 
Welby, Your Lord(hips molt humble 
OQR.20. 
1673» and moſt obliged-Servant, 


Tho. Lodington. 
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SERMON 


Vindicating the Honour of the 


CLERGY 


From Contempt of the 
. 2Con, 5. 20. 

Now then we are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, as 
though God did beſeech you by us : we pray 
you in Chriſts ſtead; be ye reconciled to God. 

(; ons, 1o in wiſdom, would not have 

ſuffered evil to enter into the world, 


bur that he knew how to bring good outpf it. 
The Angels,who finned firſt of all creatures, and 
B there- 


OD, infinite, as in all other perfecti- 
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therefore without a tempter ; who ſinned in. 
the bleſſed preſence of . the All-ſufticient God, 
and in the poſlcſſon of a glorious Eſtate ; thoſe 
hath God caſt down to Hell, and delivered 
into chains of darkneſs. to be reſerved unto 
judgment, That thepower and juſtice of God 
might be glorified in their deſerved pum{hment. 
Man, drawn into fin, it not by the exam- 
pk, yet by the inſtigation, of one of thoſe 
Apoltate Angels, and by his firſt perſonal 
diſobedience involving his whole ſucceeding 
poſterity in. like calamity with himſelf : Him 
hath God gracioufly undertaken todeliver from 
death, the threatned aſwell as, deſerved pu- 
niſhment of his difobedience. = And to- coun- 
terwork dvatan in his deceiving and deſtroying 
man, working upon the woman the weaker . 
veſſel, who being ſeduced and overcome, be- 
came a helptul inſtrument to betray the man , 
into the power of the Devil: God willed, 
- that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the Ser- 
pents head; that the eternal Son of God ſhould 
in the fulneſs of time, put on the nature of 
man, be born of a woman, charge himſelf 
with 


Ka. 


 Uindicated from Contempt of the Laity, 3 
with our tranſgreſſions, and by his ſuffering of 
death in our Ned explate our fins, and de- 
liver our perſons from everlaſting wrath, and 
exalt us to great glory. | 

Our gracious Redeemer intending to pur- 
chaſe this our redemption by his own blood, 
makes overtures before-hand of peace, to all 
fuch as will come unto him: preacheth the glad 
ridings of ſalvation in his own perſon, and calls 
in ſome from among men, at preſent to aſſiſt 
him in that bleſſed 'fervice,, and afterward to 
ſucceed him in it, after his departure out of 
the world. 

'T his is that to which the Text hath refe- 
rence, verſ. 15, 19. And all things are of God, 
who bath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and hath given unto us the miniſtry of reconcili- 
ation, to wit, That God was in Chriſt, recon- 
ciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
treſpaſſes unto them, and hath committed unto us 


J 


the word of reconciliation. 

Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
thongh God aid beſeech you by us; we pray you 
inChriſts ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. 


-B -2 [The 
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The Text is a concluſion or inference drawn, 
from former diſcourſe.  T hat which the A- 
 poltle fays therein, is the reſult of what he had 
even now ſaid. 

The Subjef of the Apoſtles diſcourſe is, 
Himſelf and Others allociated with him in the. 
ſame othce : We. 

The Matter diſcourſed on. is, That honou-. 
rable calling to which they are called, That 
important ſervice committed to. their truſt : 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 

'The Perſons to whom theſe Ambaſſadors 
are {ent to negotiate withall : T ox. 

The Buſzneſs about. which theſe. Ambaſla- 
dors are ſent, and the End to which their Em-. 
baſly is to ſerve: -is, T he making Peace be- 
twixt God and Man. 

Be ye reconciled unto God. 
| Thele are the particulars contained in the 
Fext; I ſhall ſpeak of the two former of. 
them, and in them of the two latter alſo, and 
lo give the Text a full explication. 

Bevin we firſt with the Perſons employed in 


* this honourable ſervice: We. 


I. We, 
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I. We, Men: not God, nor Angels. 

'To tranſat with ſinners by Ambaſſadors ; 

WE wr. by. the immediate voice of God 
bimſelf, is both more ſuitable to the infinitz 
Majeſty of God, and allo to the great diſtance 
and weaknels of ſinners. 

So dreadtul was the voice of the Lord un- 
to the people, when he gave the Law to them, 
and talked with them: tace to. face in the 
Mount, out of the midlt of the fire, that they 
deſired Moſes to go near, and hear all that the 
Lord their God ſhould ſpeak, promiſing that. 
they would bear it and do it, Dent. 5. 4,5,27. 

And God approves of what they had aid, 
Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my 
God that I die not. And the Lord ſaid, They 
have well ſpoken, I will raiſe them up a Prophet, 
Deur. 18. 16, 17. . 

Ir pleaſed our Saviour to make ule of ſome 
of thoſe his glorious Attendants in Heaven, 
the holy Angels, to wait upon. him on. Earth, 
at his Þirth, to give credit and honour. to the 
ſame; and allo at his Reſurrefion and Aſcen- - 
fron , to witnels. the ſame to thoſe. who were 


appointed 
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appointed-witneſles thereof tothe world. -But 
he will have -xs. men to be witneſles .to him, 
and to preach Reconciliation to God through 
him, .to you, 1. That your acceſs may be 
free and eaſte and -without fear, to us, who 
are of your ſelves. And 2. That we may 
have real aftetion and -compaſlion for you, 
t@ bring you, as we would our ſelves, to God, 
---As a Father doth his children, 1 Theſ.2. 11. 

II. We, Sinners, Men, not only of the ſame 
nature, and like paſſion with you, but of like 
ouilt, and under the.ſfame condemnation : ob- 
.noxious, as you, -to the everlaſting wrath of 
God. Sinners, not perſons exempted out of 
the common rebellion, are employed in the 
peace-making. Who hath reconciled us, v. 15. 
'We who are found among the offenders, are 
made uſe of to reduce all to the obedience of 
God. 

1. That we who preach falvation to you, 
-may not be thought procurers'of it for you. 
Acſz redimeret vos Dens per nos, fo the Ara- 
bick verſion is rendred. The ſervice we have 
an the reconciliation might- repreſent us the 
Peace-makers: 
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Peace-makers : but our ſinful nature ſhews. us 
of confederacy in the Rebellion. 

2. That:we may preach more affe@:onately - 
and effecnally to you, knowing our own need 
of the ſame grace we offter-to you in the name. 
of Chriſt. 

3. I hat. we may be Exemplary unto you, 
receiving the ſame grace, and yielding the ſame 
obedience to Chriſt , which we exhort you 
tO. 

4. That the glory of your falvation may 
be w holly and entirely God's. We have this 
treaſure in earthen (yea in tainted ) Veſſels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us, 2 Cor. 4. 7. 

III. We, Apoſtles; choſen perſons,called and 
enabled to fac ſervice. And hath given to us 
the miniſtry of reconciliation, v. .18. - And 
hath committed to us the-word of reconciliation, , 
v. 19, Tous, Eye and Ear-witneſles of the 
Life, Dodrine, and Miracles of Chriſt ; of - 
his Death ReſurreQion. and Aſcend ION. - 
Ie, who by our mean and vulgar :ecucati- 
on, were unfit for ſuch employment, yet by 
converling - 


\ 
\ 
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converling with Chriſt and afterwards by the 
fulneſs of his ſpirit poured forth upon us, have 


*been fitted for it. 


1. That the Goſpel -might be publiſhed 

throughout the world. 
| 2. Thar the truth thereof might be ſealed 
with the blood of the firſt Preachers. 

IV. We: not only I Paul, and my aflociates, 
the reſt of the Apoſtles: but-we, and our ſuc- 
ceſſors, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to the 
end of the world. Our Saviour's gracious 
promile, Matth. ult. Fob. 17.20. and the na- 
ture and intent of the ſervice, do both urge 
this latitude of the word. 

That the miniſtry of reconciliation may be 
perpetuated ; Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom upheld 
and propagated ; and ſinners brought to God 
through all ages of the world. 

Thus much for the Perſons employed; we 
now proceed in the ſecond place to the honou- 
rable employment -of thoſe Perſons, and that 


'is, to be Ambaſladors; Ambaſladors from 


God, Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, Chriſt's Depu- 


Ties, in his ſtead after his departure from the 
world, 
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, world, negotiating that great buſineſs, for the 
effeting of which he was ſent from God his 
Father into the world. We are Ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, as though God did beleech you as 
formerly by Chriſt, ſonow byus, we pray you 
in Chriſt's ſtead. 

Herein obſerve five particulars. 

1. The nature of the employment. Ambaſ- 
ſadors are perſons ſent by one Prince or State 
to another about affairs of State of publick 
concernment. 

Hlpeoevouer is from a word that ſignifies 
Elder years, to note the gravity and abilities 
of ſuch perſons as are fit to be employed in 
ſuch ſervice; not the infirmities of age,” but 
the improvement thereof to knowledge, wil- 
| dom, and experience, how to manage buft- 
neſs to beſt advantage. Authority to under- 
take, and Abzlity to diſcharge, are both re- 
quired. 

The Apoſtles had both immediately from 
Chriſt: they were called, and they were qua- 
lified by him. 

We, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, have allo 
C both 
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both from Chrift, but neither of them imme- 
. diately: we have our miniſterial Abilities from 
him, bleſſing our Education and ſtudies in the 
Schools of Learning and Piety : Our Autho- 
rity from him alſo; the Church in his name 
inveſting us with it, by vertue of power dele- 
oated to her from him. Deus nos bodie vocat 
ad miniſterium, vocatione mediata, eſtq; media- 
ta, quia per hominem fit , ©» tamen Divina 
eſt ; ſays Luther. So that we may fay with 
St. Auguſtine, O res geſtas in terra, ſed celi- 
tus; per bomines, ſed droinitus ! 

2. By whom ſent. By God, the gracious 
God, who diſhonoured and injured by man, 
is yet firſt in ſeeking reconciliation ; as if him- 
{elf had broken the Peace or were not able to 
revenge the injury. God ſecks to man, as it 
himſelf were to be the greatclt, it not only, 
oainer by the Peace concluded. God, who 
had before ſent his chief Ambaſſador of Peace, 
his Eternal Son, to purchile Peace tor finners, 
doth now ſend others under him, to pray ac- 
ceptance of it at the hands of ſinners, 

3. In whoſe place ſubſtituted. For Chrift, 


In 
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In gratiam Chriſti, To Earry on a work moſt 
acceptable unto Chriſt, and advantageous to 
his mediatory kingdom. Vice Chriſti, in 
Chriſt's ftead. That which Chriſt had begun 
to execute in his own perſon, he, being gone -. 
to Heaven to prepare manſions of glory for 
his peop'e, proceeds in by our Embally. 

4. To whom ſent. You: Not you only of 
the Church of Corinth. Such a reſtraint be- 
comes not the glorious work of Man's Re-- 
demption. : 

Tou Sinners; you, all you the loft Sons of 
fallen Adam , whoſe particulars make up the 
whole of Mankind, or the World; For you 
is this Salvation purchaſed, To you are we 
ſent Ambaſſadors. You doth God beſeech 
by us; You in Chriſt's ſtead do we pray. 
This large extent of our Embaſly bears ſome 
proportion to the merits of Chriſt and mer- 
cies of God, which are infinite. Col. 1. 25. 
Whom we preach, warning every man, and teach- 
ing every man in all wiſdom, that we may pre- 
ſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. here's 
both the Extent, and the Intent of our Embaſlly. 
C 2 5. Opon 
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| 5. Upon what negotiation. The moſt real 
and weighty bulineſs that ever meſſage was 
ſent about, namely, the reconciling ſmners un- 
to God: Qt. convertamini ad Deum, lo the 
Fthiopick. is rendred. That Rebels would 
ceaſe from their rebellion againſt God, and be- 
come good Subjeas to him. 'T hat Satan's 
Kingdom might be overthrown, and God's 
Kingdom be creed, and promoted, in the 
hearts and lives of men. To work a through 
change in the nature of men, that they may. 
again reſemble the pattern of their Creation, 
and be like unto God. | | 

Beatus &- beatifieus Dens faftus particeps 
humanitatis noſtre , compendium nobis prebuit 
participande Divinitatis ſue. Lombard. The 
Son of God aſſumed ſo much of man, as there- 
by he might draw us the nearer to himſelf as 
God. 

The Text thus explicated fuppoles a diſtin- 
Gionof men into Clergie and Laity. Here are 
Ambaſſadors commitſoned , furniſhed , ſent ; 
and Pegple, who need counlel and aſſiſtance, 


to whom they are ſent. 
We. 
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We and Tox, divide the world; nor is the 
diſtintion for diviſ/on ſake, but for greater 
union; that by our preaching, and your hearing, 
and our and your obedience to the Goſpel, we 
may all be united together to Chriſt by Faith, 
and to one another by Love. Ir's no new 
diſtinction, nor was it deviſed by man, bur 
appointed by God; Prieſts and Levites under 
the Law; Apoſtles and Miniſters under the 
Goſpel; both ordained by God; to miniſter 
in Sacred things, and to guide the people to 
God. Nay long before the Law was given, 
the Father of the family was both: King and 
Prieſt to his tamily, to govern, teach, and of- 
fer ſacrifice. Duplex portio; Dominium, Sacer- 
dotium, were the I hree things that belonged 
to the eldeſt Son by right of Primogeniture. 
Te take too much upon you, ſeeing all the Con- 
gregation are holy every one of them, wherefore. 
then lift you up your ſelves above the C ongregati- 
on of the Lord, Numb. 16. 3? This was a fedi-- 
' tious and Schiſmarical ſpeech of old, intended 
to take away the Authority and Function of 
the Prieſt, upon pretence there was no further - 
need | 
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need of him, byreafon of the peoples fandtity. 
The Miniſterial Fun&tion hath of late by ſome 
been thought uſeleſs, upon the ſame pretended 
{ſanctity of the: people, and ſupplanted by all 
the crafty devices which thewit of fubtil adver- 
ſaries could imagine : But Almighty God, the 
author of the diſtinction, hath hitherto been the 
defender of that branch of it, ſo ſpurned art, 
even againſt all oppoſers; and will be to the 
end of the world. Seeing God, who can com- 
mand all efte&ts by a word of his mouth, with- 
out the aſliftance of -their proper cauſes, is 
pleaſed to make uſe of Labourers in his Har- 
velt, he will not want them till the Harveſt be 
ended. We have from him who is the chief 
Biſhop of his Church, a faithful promiſe of 
proteffion and bleſſing in our ſacred function, 
even unto the end of the world, Mat. 28. 

He who hath given ſome Apoſtles and ſyme 
Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts and ſome Paſtors 
and T eachers ; For the perfecting of the Saints, 
for thework of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of 
the body of Chriſt, will continue them till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfe& man - 
Til the myſtical body of Chriſt be gathered 
out of all ages of rhe world and compleated. 

Athanaſms building his hope upon theſe 
firm grounds, fays of Julian the Apoſtate his 
perſecution of the Church, and eſpecially of 
that cunning artihice of his in fuppreſlmg 
Schools of Learning, where Chriſtians mighr 
be trained up to miniſterial abilities, Sunt Nu- 
beculx c110 tranſture. 

II. Eachdiſtm&ion of men receives honour 
from God and is charged with dxty. W hat: 
eſteem you are in with God, and how honon-- 
red by him this proves, That God hath re- 
conciled you to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt. The 
oreatnels of. the Perlon undertaking, and of 
the price paid, ſpeaks the value of the thing 
ranlomed. The Son of God hath redeemed 
you, not with corruptible things, but with his 
own moſt precious blood. God hath reconciled 
you to himſelf by Feſns Chriſt, and hath given 
unto us the miniſtry of reconciliation. Such et-- 
tfecual care taken for your peace with God 
(the utmoſt efte&t whereof is everlaſting lite) 

teltifies, 
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teſtifies for you, that you are highly valued 
by God. 

The Dty given you in charge, isno other 
than what your own intereſt rightly under- 
ſtood, will lead you to perform, namely, to 
accept of that Peace purchaſed by Chriſt, and 
tendred by xs: to turn from the evil of your 
ways, and be reconciled to God. 

Ve are of you, and partake with you of this 
honour, and ſtand obliged with you, under the 
ſame duty. But to be Ambaſſadors in this 
' high affair, is our peculiar Dignity, and to be 
faithful and diligent in that our Embaſſy, is 
our peculiar Duty. * 

There are five things which render Ambal- 
{adors honourable, and thele all concur to make 
aur ofhce truly ſuch. 

1. To be employed by a great puiſſant 
King of large and flouriſhing dominion; 2. To 
have ſecrets of State made known to them, 
and committed to their truſt; 3. To beſent 
unto a great People ; 4. About important at- 
tairs which may be to the honour of that King, 
and benefit of that People: and 5. That the 

Ambaſladors 


Ulinditated from Contempt of the Laity, 17 
Ambaſladors their preſence and tranſaQtions 
be reputed, as if the King himlelf were preſent, 
and did at in his own Royal Perſon. 

1. We are employed by the moſt Puiſſant King 
of Heaven and Earth, to whom all the Kings 
of the earth are tributary, and hold their King- 
doms of him; whoſe right of Soveraignty is 
derived from none; whole Kingdom no time 
did begin, nor ſhall any determine: none can 
control] his authority, nor refiſt his power. 

Who hath meaſured the waters in the hollow 
of bis hand? and metedout beaven with the ſpan, 
and comprehended the duſt of the earth in a mea- 
ure, and weighed the mountains in ſcales, and 
the hills in a balance? It is he that ſatteth upon 
the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants there- 
of are as, Graſhoppers, that ſtretcheth out the 
heavens as a Curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as 
a Tent to dwell in, Efai. 40. 12, 22. This is 
that King of Glory whom we ſerve. We are 
the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 2. 7. 

2. Secrets of State are diſcovered to us, and 
intruſted with us. The Goſpel, that word of 


reconciliation committed to us, is a myſtery - 


D Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, the wiſdom of the Father , diſcovers 
therein the mind of God to man concerning his. 
ſalvation. And without controverſie great is 
the myſtery of godlineſs, God was manifeſt in the 
 fleſh— 1 Tim. 3. 16. Even the myſtery which 
hath been hid from ages and from. generations, 
and now is made manifeſt to his Saints, Col. 1. 
26. A myſtery, both in the ſubſtance, and 
alſo in the application of it. That life ſhould 
b2 purchaſed for ſinners by the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God, and that the Gentiles 
alſo ſhould be partakers of it. This kept ſe- 
cret not only from the Gentiles, but trom the 
Jews allo in greateſt part ; the death of Chriſt 
being darkly reſembled to them by the blood 
of the Sacrifices.. Kept ſecret not only from 
men but Angels: Eph. 3. 10. ---which things 
the Angels deere to look anto, 1 Pet. 1. 12. 

2- Sent to a great People; I cannot ſay, The. 
greateſt Nation in the world, for here's none left 
out to ſtand in the compariſon. All Nations 
are comprehended, as concerned in our Em- 
baſly. 

It is a light thing that thou ſhouldeſt be my ſer- 


vant, 
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vant, to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and to re- 
ſtore the preſerved of Iſrael ; I will alſo give thee 
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my 
ſalvation to the ends of the earth, Efai. 49. 6. 

'The vaſt extent of this ſalvation renders it 
an undertaking worthy of our Redeemer the 
eternal Son of God. And proportionable to 
that Commiſſion given to the chref Ambaſſador, 
who purchaſed peace for finners, is that Com- 
miſſion granted to his ſubſtitutes, who tender 
it; Go ye into all the world, and preach the Goſ- 
pel to every creature, Mark 16. 15. 

4. Opon the moſt important buſmeſs that ever 
was tranſacted betwixt God and man. Thar 
the breach made betwixt God and man, by 
man's diſobedience, may be made up by man's 
acceptance of Chrilt's atchievements in his be- 
half. Articles of agreement are already con- 
ſented to on God's part; the Peace is conchud- 
ed with man: what remains to be done, is on 
man's part, that he will be content to have 
peace with God, and in order thereto, lay aſide 
that enmity which 1s in his heart to the holy 


Laws of God. Andupon man's conſenting 
" D 2 to 
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to, or rejecting theſe terms of peace with God, 

depends his everlaſting eſtate. Know you not 
that the unrighteous foal not inherit the kingdom 
of Heaven, 1 Cor. 6. 9g. He that believeth nat 
the Son, ſhall not ſee life : but the wrath of God 
abideth on him? John 3.36. 

The converſion cf [2 mers 1s the buſineſs of 
our Embaſly, To whom 1 ſend thee, To open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgivencſs of fas, and inline 
among them rhat are fanftt fied by faith that is in 
me, Ads 26. 18. This is the tenure of St. 
Paul's Commiſſion received from Chrilt. 

5. And all reputed as done by God himſelf, 
by Chriſt in his own perſon. ---As if God 
ka Feſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſts 
ſtead. 

Our Apoſtle will by no means accept of di- 
vine honour done unto him at Lyſtra, As 14. 
nor ſuffer himſelf to. be reputed a. God. Burt 
in the courſe of his Miniſtry, he is content to 
be received as an Angel of God, even as Jeſus 
Chriſt, Gal. 4..14. and imputes their ſo doing 


ro 
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to the Galatians to their high commendation. 
His Commiſſion is from God, his Inſtructions are 
from God, he will therefore that his word be re- 
ceived, not as the word of man, but (as it is in 
truth) the word of God, 1 Thel. 2. 13. 

And that nothing may be wanting, that 
might give glory to the Apoltolical miſſion, 
thus our blefled Lord expreſſes it, As my F'a- 
ther ſent me, ſo ſend I you, John 20. 21. He 
that heareth you, heareth me : and he that deſpi- 
ſeth you deſpiſeth me : and he that deſpiſ#th me, 
deſpiſeth him that ſent me, Luke 10. 16. 

This for the Honour of our Office: the 
Duty of it follows. Ir is required of Ambaſſa- 
dors, That they be faithful, That they be di-- 
ligent, That they be exemplary. To be ſuc- 
ceſsful is their happineſs, not their duty... Suc- 
cels depends upon other cauſes, and is not al-: 
ways a fruit of their faithfulneſls. WV hat there- 
fore is out of their power, comes not under 
their duty.. Propter ea que non ſunt e@ "qui, 
nemo debet laudari, ant vituperari, Arift, Echic. 

Their faithfulneſs lies in this, That they act 
hy vertue of their Commiſſion :. Accor1:7 9 
tho; 
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their inſtruftions ; and Tothe end for which they 
are ſent. | 

-T heir Induſtry aud Diligence; In preparing 
themſelves. for the ſervice; and in employing 
themſelves at all fir times, by all due means, 
and to their ability to efte&t what is given them 
in command. | 

Their exemplarineſs ; That they practiſe that 
obedience they require. 

Our ſpiritual Embaſly is duly executed, 
when we are faithful ro our truſt, diligent in 
.our buſineſs, and exemplary in our carriage. 

|. Weare Faithful 

1. When we miniſter about Sacred things, 
by vertue of authority given unto us fo to do ; 
as having received commiſſion to preach, admi- 
niſter the Sacraments, and do what elſe our 
office requires: as lawfully ordained by that 
power delegated by Chriſt to his Church, and 
by ſuch perſons, and in fuch manner, as the 
Church appoints. Mens abilities, though ſuf- 
ficient for the Miniſterial fun&tion, are not ſuf- 
ficient warrant for them to exerciſe themſelves 
in it, unleſs upon evidence of theſame, they 


be 
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be by, ally ordained by lawful authority. 
ben we aft according to the inſtruCtions 
"he us by our Lord, Our Letters credential, 
by vertue whereof we are taken and reputed 
tor Amballadors of Chriſt, are our Letters of 
Orders. Our Letters direfive, how to exe-: 
cute that office, 1s the holy Scriptures. As we 
are to a& by vertne of the one, fo according 10 - 
the inſtruction of the other. ' Beboll mn band. 
was ſent unto me, and lo a roll of a book, was there- 
, Exck. 2..9. The hand to give him antho-- 
A and the book to give him inſtrution.. 

The Scriptures, able to make wiſe unto ſalva- - 
tron, and to furniſh the man of God to every good . 
work, are the compleat furniture. for an Am- 
baſlador of Chriſt. The great uſctuineſs of 
other learning, is not. to ſupply any ſuppoſed 
defe& in Scripture, but in our ſelves; that we 
may be brought ro a right underſtanding. of 
Scripture, to interpret it ſoundly, and apply it 
efteQually.. 

Falſe Prophets are reproved for:running. be-- 
fore they were ſent, and propheſying. before they 
had recerved meſſage from God; as it the one 
oftence 
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offence did draw the other after it, and men, 
who would go without commiſſion, would ſpeak 
allo without inſtrufion. True Prophets will 
take both along with them, Authority to admit 
them to their office, and Inſtruiion trom the 
word of God to accompliſh them for it, and 
dire(t them in it. 

2. When we uſe our Authority and Inſtru&i- 
ons to the end for which they are given, namely, 
To turn ſinners from the evil of their ways, 
that they may be reconciled to God. Not to 
amule the minds of the people with new-coin'd 
words, and rare notions, pretended to be ſub- 
lime and heavenly, but are indeed empty ha- 
dows of things. | 

Not to tickle itching ears, or pleaſe airy 
phanfi ies with flouriſhes of wit ; but to inſtru&t 
men 77: the good old way unto Faith and R epen- 
tance. ' Ta xoawva xavn;, Is a good rule in 
Rhetorick , but it is not ſo in Divinity. Let: 
the divine Oratour practiſe that of Irenens, 


Ta aula rig, 7 aur} De tifdem , licenda 
unt eadem. To write the ſ 1me things ---f0 YOu ts 


ſafe, Phil. 3. 1. 
[I. Our 


Uindicated fromContempt of th? Zaity, as 

IT. Our Diligence and Induſtry. 

1. In our due preparation made to fit our 
ſelves for our employment in this ſacred office. 
It was one of the miracles our Saviour wrought 
to confirm the truth of his Do&rine , That 
poor ignorant men, of rude education, were 
made eloquent preachers of the ſame. Miray 
cles are now ceaſed ; Our Saviour gives us a- 
bilities for our ſacred function , by his blefſing 
upon our ſtudies. It's our duty to fit our 
ſelves by long and diligent ſtudy, divine medi- 
tation and fervent prayer ; and not preſently 
make a bold pretence to the Spirit, and fo raw- 
ly and raſhly tall upon the work of preaching. 
1 Tim. 4. 13,14,15. Meditate on theſe things. 
It's not ſufhcient that a Candidate for theMini- 
ſtry prepare himlelt tor admiſſion into the office, 
but he mult afterwards alſo daily prepare him- 
ſelf for his further and better diſcharge of it. By 
the great neglect of this, Eccleſzaſtical Authorit 
hath unjuſtly tallenunder hard cenfures, and af 
fered reproach for conferring holy Orders up- 
on weak and unworthy men : whereas had the 


after diligence of thoſe y_-_— the caule hereof, 
been 
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been as great as their former, they might have 
proved eminent for Learning and Piety, and 
been as happy inſtances to prove the great care 
and circumſpection of Authority to admit none 
but worthy men, as they ſeem unhappy inſtan- 
ces to the contrary. 

2. Qur parts, and learning, and graces, muſt 
all be employed in this ſervice, and with a ſe- 
rious Fy at the end of it, That we may 
gain Profelytes to Religion, and win Sinners 
to God. This is the work of the Lord, it 
mult not be done negligently ; the great impor- 
tance of it will not admit of ſloth and carele(- 
nels. By the very Heathens, In ſacris dict 
ſolebat, Hoc age. 

. Good ſucceſs 1s not required, either as a part 
of our duty, or proof of our induſtry. That is 
proportioned moſtly to the ſubject we have to 
work upon, and always depends on the will of 
God. Eck. . 7. They are impudent and hard- 
hearted, they will not hearken to thee, for they 
will not hearken to me. Where God hath 
much people in a City, there will be audience 


and obedience given to hisMeſlengers, AFs 18.9. 
Then 
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Then you ſhall have three thouſand converted 
at one Sermon. 

Want of ſucceſs, or apparent fears of it, 
muſt not diſcourage us, nor cauſe us to ſlack 
our diligence. For if we conſider it, a faithful 
Ambaſlador of Chriſt never wants ſucceſs in 
his miniſtry. Sxcceſs hath a three-fold refe- 
rence in this caſe, I o God, that he be glorified, 
To our ſekves, that our reward be ſecured to 
us, To you, that you be reconciled to God. 
Our faithfulneſs in our miniſtry will ſecure us 
from ill ſucceſs in the two former references, 
though your inflexible nature may prevent us 
in the third. 2 Cor. 2.14,15,16. Now thanks 
be unto God, who always maketh us to triumph 
in Chriſt,---- Efai. 49. 5 Though Iſrael be not 
gathered, yet ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the 
Lord. 
We earneſtly beg the favour of you to give 
us good ſucceſs in the other reſpect, 'T hat we 
may give up our account with joy and not with 
grief. 

III. This is alſo required of us in the dil- 
eharge of our ſpiritual Embaſly, T hat we be 


E 2 exem- 
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exemplary; Patterns of thoſe vertues and gra- 
ces we recommend to others. Let the Preach- 
ers firſt Proſelyre be in his own breaſt: let him 
make the firſt addreſs to himſelt, whatſoever 
duty he preſleth upon his people. Paſtores 
doceant dofFrina, ut Auditores audiant ; doceant 
vita, ut Auditores videant. They deſerve ill 
of mankind, ſays Seneca of thoſe Philoſophers, 
Qui aliter vivunt, quam vivenaum eſſe preci- 
prunt. | 

Our bleſſed Saviour, who was-a T eacher 


ſent from God, and ſpake as never man ſpake, 


to eloquence of ſpeech added that more per- 
{waſive Rbhetorick of a vertuous life ; Quicquid 
preſcripfet alizs, preſtitit ipſe. Perlonal inno- 
cence gives boldneſs to him , who hath other 
mens fins to reprove. With what ugh con- 


fidence and irreſiſtible power did our Saviour 
reprove the {ins of the mp when he uſhered 
in his rebukes with that confident Juſtification 
of himſelf,even themſelves being Judges, Which 
of you convinceth me of ſin? Joh. 8. 4.6. 

For us to ſtand like thoſe Statue Mercaria- 
ſes, to dire& others the way to Heaven , and. 


not 
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not ſtir a foot our ſelves , gives ſuſpicion of 
meer deluſion in the whole matter, and that we 
our ſelves do not believe , what we preach to 
others. 

This will prove us in earneſt in our Exhors- 
tations , when we do the ſame 'things we preſs 
upon others. This will give experiment of 
the feaſibleneſs of thoſe duties we give in 
charge, that they are not fo difficult, nor hu- 
mane nature fo far depreſſed and weakentd , 
but that they may be done. 

This will preſerve us, that while we preach 
to others our ſelves ſhall not be caſt-aways; it 
will not be ſaid of us, what Cicero faid of De- 
moſthenes , Apud alios loqui didicerat, non nni- 
tum ipſe ſecum. 

However we declaim againſt vice, and ſpeak 
in the praiſe of vertue , that our Hearers may 
love and practiſe the one , and hate and avoid 
the other, let our ſelves be effecually prevailed 
upon, and made true Converts. 

IV. There is a fourth thing to be added, 
without which neither the Ambaſlador of 
State , nor the ſpiritual Ambaſlador , will dil- 

charge 
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charge his duty, and that is Courage. Without 
this vertue, he ſhall not dare to be faithful, di- 


ligent, and exemplary. 


He ſtands in need of courage , who will be 
vertuous in ſuch a profligate Kos as this ; eſpe- 


cially, and much more , he who will reprove 
vice in others , and take upon him to counſel 
them to vertuous life. Courage draws us forth 
into ation, and daily puts new vigour into us, 
for the faithful diſcharge of our duty. 

And thou Son of man , be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words , though bryars 


and thorns be with thee , and thou doſt dwell a- 
mong ſcorpions : be not afraid of their words, nor 
be diſmayed at their looks, though they be a rebel- 
Jious houſe, Ezek. 2. 6. 

Behold I have made thy face flrong againſt 
their faces, and thy forehead ſtrong againſt their 
forebeads. As an Adamant harder than flint have 
[ made thy forebead, Exek. 3.8,9. This the matter 
given in charge, and this the accompliſhment 
of a Prophet ſent roſuch a perverſe generation. 

Euueans rf rpaxltos, apes $8 This wee; 
auls noyoTosperuy, was Severus the Emperor 


his 
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his Rule, Do your duty, and regard not dif- 
couragements from men , whether by look, 
word, or deed. 

Having thus ſpoken to the Drgnity and Du- 
ty of our Office ; let us now refle& upon our 
ſelves, and ſee what acceptance we have in the 
world. | 

Surely it cannot be imagined, but that thoſe 
perſons ſhould be received with all kindneſs, 
and treated with all due reſpets, nay highly 
careſſed, on whom God hath put ſuch honour, 
and whoſe Office is ſo much to the beſt advan- 
tage of men. 

But if we examine how it is commonly car- 
ried towards us, we ſhall find our Office vilified, 
our Perſons contemned, in {ſuch manner, as if 
God had intended our Embaſly for him, to be 
-diſhonour unto #s , and our ſervice, to be to 
the diſturbance and damage of our.people. 

Cuſtom hath indeed well determined the 
precedency among the Profeſſors of thoſe three 
noble Sciences , which ſecure the whole intereſt 
of man , his ſoul, body, and eſtate. The firlt 
place is afſigned to the Divine , who under-. 

rakes: 


32 The Honourof the Clergy 

rakes the ſecurity of the Sox/ which is immor- 
tal ; the next to the Civilian, who defends the 
Eſtate which is deſcendant upon Poſterity ; 
the laſt to the Phyſzcian , who preſerves the 
Body which is frail and mortal. The preſent 
practice would invert the order, the Divine may 
take his place if he pleaſe ; but the Phyſecian 
and the Lawyer , who ſerve to thoſe ends men 
better like , are preferred m their affeions and 
eſteem. 

And as if it were our Offce that did put the 
diſhonour upon our Perſons, they that like to 
ſpeak difdainfully of us, chuſe no other names 
than thoſe by which our Profeſſion is common- 
ly known, to expreſs their low opinion of us. 

Prieſt and Parſon, are in their account, the 
fitteſt nick-names to call us by , when they 
would fignifie their diſpleature at us. 

And fo nuch hath Cuſtom altered, through 
Wo” tra& of time, that the word Perſon, 
quir. ſums ' : 

1. pars 29: Which at firſt was appropriated to dig- 
ar nifiedmen, fuch who were more ho- 
nourable among their Brethren of the Clergy, 
is now with a little broader pronunciation, 


uſed 
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uſed to lay their honour in the duſt , and to re- 
preſent them the vileſt of men. 

But how comes it thus to paſs, that men 
ſhould run counter both to Cod and them- 
ſelves, to diſhonour thoſe whom God will ho- 
nour, and undervalue and deſpite thoſe , who 
are Pa ſerviceable to them in their higheſt Con- 
cern,; To whom they owe even their own ſelves, 
Philem. 19. 

May it not be thought , that Gad hath 
2-475 hat his Commiſſion and Letters Credeu- 
tial, and recalled his Ambaſſadors ? That there 
isno ſuch diſtintion now remaining,as/Minifter 
and People 2 Hath not God provided a new 
way, both more cheap and ſure, to bring his 
people to Heaven, without the ch argeable help 
of Miniſters, namely, the inward condut of his 
holy Spirit ) 

[ ſuppole there are none of this perlwaſicn, 
ſaving thoſe Fanaticks, Levellers in the Chur , 
who (like thoſe State-Levelrs of late , whoſe 

ride and ambition lifting them up as bieh, as 
their birth and fortune had fet them low , to 
bring themſelves unto equal terms with the rich 


F and 
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and honourable, deviſed that trick of levelling 
all to the ſame mealure of eſtate) itching to pur 
' their hands to the honourable ſervice of the 
Miniſtry , and conſcious to themſelves of the 
want of Miniſterial education and abilities to 
commend them to a legal admiſſion into the Of. 
fice , throw down all diſtin&tion of men, and 
mingle all again into one mals , that ſo them- 
ſelves, unfit as Ordained Miniſters , yet moſt fit 
in their own eſteem, as gifted Brethren, might 
preach the Goſpel. 

But have not the Clergy themſelves forteit- 
ed that honour God had inveſted them with? 
have not they loſt that veneration and eſteem 
which they ſometimes had in the eyes of the 
people ? have they not ſtript themſelves of the 
reputation of their Othce , by being unfit for 
it ? remiſs and negligent in it ? regardleſs of 
the ends to which they were ordained to ſerve? 
 Andif they themſelves do wyjuſtly deny the 
people the diſcharge of the ajty of their Fundti- 
on, may not the people juſtly withdraw from 
them the honor of it, ſeeing that is annexed to 
it, for thi end chiefly, to further their fuccels in 


it ? It's 
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If's eafie and ordinary to pretend juſt cauſe 
of diſlike , where the mind hath firſt taken a 
prejudice, either for no cauſe, or elſe for ſome 
cauſe that men are aſhamed openly to owne. 
They who diſlike our Office , and deſpiſe our 
Perſons tor our Office ſake , are apt to take of- 
tence at ny thing we are, or have, or do. If 
we be poor, we are poor to a lower degree, than 
they like well of ; our poverty renders our 
Meſlage and our Perſons both contemprible. 

If we be rich, we become thereby an obje& 
of their envy. It we be of mean or that 
layes us lower in their eſteem ; if of better pa- 
rentage , they think we do deſpiſe them , and 
therefore they do diſreſpe&t us. If we be pro- 
foundly learned , we are too high for them ; it 
of leſs Learning and of lower Parts, we are not 
ſufficient to inſtru&t them. If we be blameable 
in our converſation, then our lives do more hurt 
by bad example, than our Preaching doth good 
by ſound dodtrine. 

| In ſome thing or other, all of us, in their S - 
nion, are defe&ive ; and ſome of us in all. We 
fail either in our IytelleFuals, Prudentials , or 
F 2 Morals ; 
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Morals ; either we are not of deep knowledge, 
to inſtruc them ſufficiently in the ways of God; 
or we are not of prudent Carriage , to oblige 
them by a winning behaviour ; or elſe, we are 
not ſober, righteows , holy , to ſet them a good 
example to walk after. 

To this we reply. Ihe poverty and mean 
extraion of our perſons dorlmot deſerve your 
contempt of our Fundtion ; nor do we defire 
your better eſteem , becaule of our better for- 
tunes or deſcent. Thele outward things are 
things indifferent, and ſtand neuter in this caſe; 
they do not of themlelves influence us either 
way, as to our Function, or your reſpe&s. Fe- 
roboam's ſin, in making Prieſts of the loweſt of the 
people, was not this , that their low eſtate , did 
either make them unfit for the othce, or unwor- 
thy of it ; but becauſe they were not of the 
Tribe appointed for that office, and chiefly be- 
cauſe he had this deſign in it, I'o over-rule fuch 
mean perſons, to inſtitute or embrace any Re- 
ligion, what might beſt comport with his rebel- 
lion, and new erected uſurpation. 


We are Stewards of a ſpiritual Treaſure , 


OUur 
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our poverty doth not hinder us, nor our riches 
help us, in the diſtribution of it. 

At our dSaviours low eſtate, the Jews took 
offence , to the prenudice of his Do&rine and 
Works, both which were indeed beyond exce- 
ptions ; 1s not this the Carpenters ſon ?---- and 
they were offended in him, Matth. 13.,59, 57. 
Chriſt hath ſaniftied to us that rock of of- 
tence. 

Nor doth our more liberal eſtate , where 
Providence beſtows it , any way impede us. 
It's not the poſleſſion, much lets the ſober and 
pious ule, of earthly things, that is contrary to 
the divine Worſhip and Service , to which 
Miniſters are deſigned : AﬀeFns in crimine eſt. 

As for our defefts and infirmities of what 
kind ſoever, we will not defend them, but hum- 
bly acknowledge them before God and man, 
and endeavour to amend them ; but we would 
not have our ſuppoſed , no nor our real, ble- 
miſhos , to cloud, or blot out , that impreſs of 
upon God us in our Ordination, nor draw your 
diſreſpefs upon our Fundion. 

Though we may be leſs valuable, | for our 
perſo 
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perſonal detects and infirmuties ; yet let not the 
"a6; which God hath put upon our Calling, 
fare worſe far our fakes : honour us for Gods 
ſake , when you cannot for our on : the lefs 
we have to deſerve it, the more apparently is 
it given to God, and the more acceptable will 
it be to him. 

Our bleſſed Saviour hath determined the 

queſtion , what is to be done , in cafe people 
tall under the condud& of unworthy Miniſters : 
they mult not deſpiſe them , nor rejef them, 
but give them the honour of audience and obe- 
dience too, where they preach the truth. Thoſe 
Teachers are pronounced bad , becauſe they 
ſay and do not ; but are owned as having au- 
thority from God , T hey fit in Moſes ſeat , 
Mat. 23. 2, 3. therefore obey their commands, 
but follow not their prattice. 

But theſe are not the true cauſes of your 
difreſpe&ts. T hat is not the true cauſe of any 
effe& , which doth not bear proportion to it. 
Here the efte& is Univerſal , the caule not ſo - 


the whole Clergy is under contempt, only ſome 
of them under blame. 


There 
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There are two things , which though they 
may leſs appear , yet are in trath the greateſt 
Canſes of what difrelpe& and unkindneſs we 
find in the World, our Maintenance is the one, 
our Meſſage the other : the former repreſents 
us chargeable and burdenſom ; the latter offen- 
ſrue and troubleſom ; and both theſe conſpire 
toge her , to deprive us of that honour God 
hath inveſted us with. 

1. Our Maintenance. Though here the 
cauſe of Complaint, is much more on our fide, 
than on theirs who make it, there being ſo con- 
fiderable a part of the Churches Patrimony a- 
lienated from her Miniſters , called rightly im- 
propriated , in acknowledgment of the proper 
uſe, from which it 1s taken. 

Our Maintenance becomes a Cloud upon us 
to Eclipſe our Honour, through a double mil- 
apprehenſion. Firſt , . that it is paid by the 
people at their own charge. Secondly, that it 
is 200 great for the uſe to vyhich it is allotted. 
Let theſe miſtakes be re&ified , and you vvill 
ceaſe to grudge us.our maintenance , being ſo 


little concerned in the one, namely , the charge 
of 
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of it, and ſo much in the other , the benefit 
you may reap from our labours. 

Our Tythes indeed (the greateſt part of our 
Maintenance ) being the Tenth of your In- 
creale, are mingled with your nine parts, and 
in your poſſeſſion, and therefore mult be delz- 
vered by you into ours, but are not paid by 
you out of your own Eſtate. 

Under the Law the T enth of their Increaſe 
was Gods portion, which he reſerved to him- 
ſelf our of that which his bounty had given to 
the people, to be their homage paid unto God 
1... out of thgir Eſtates, as a teſtimony 

al. 3. 10. _ CD 
Solve decimas, from them of their receiving all from 
ar God, and as ameans to draw down 
his bleſſing upon theirs. 

This reſerved portion , God doth in effe&t 
oraciouſly beſtow upon the people again, by an 
after-grant ; giving it to others, for their ule 
and more important advantage ; making it the 
Maintenance of the Prieſts, whoſe ofhice it was 
to bring them ro God. And thus it became 
more their own, than that greater largeſs given 


at the firſt, Their part is expended upon their 
bodi-c 
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bodies, ſome of it upon their /uſts , this to their 
loſs, that to their lels profit ; while the part re- 
ſerved is laid out upon their Souls. And leſt 
their own fin or folly ſhould turn Gods reſerve 
and after-kindnels to a wrong ule, and add that 
alſo to the maintenance of their /uſts, God held 
it in his own hand, 2 di/tin& eſtate from theirs, 
for a continued maintenance for his Prieſts, 
imployed by him to them for their own 
g00d. , 
Chriſt hath put an end to the Lewvitical 
Prieſthood ; the maintenance of thoſe Prieſts, 
and the Law allo that commanded it is cealed : 
Bur he hath in the room thereof ſet up another, 
a Goſpel-miniſtry, to endure to the end of the 
World , and hath appointed a maintenance - 
for it. 

Even ſo hath the Lord ordained , that they 
which preach the Goſpel , ſhould live. of the 
Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 14. 

Let bim that is taught in the word comnm- 
nicate to him that teacheth , in all good things, 
Gal. 6. 6. 

From the former Text it appears , that « 
bs... mainte- 
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maintenance is of divine Right ; and from the 
latter it may be concluded , T hat by T ythes - 
eſpecially ſeeing the Tenth -=_ was formerly 
the Quantum appointed by Gods expreſs com- 
mand under the Law, and the ſame is eſtabliſh- 
ed allo by the mumcipal Laws of Chriſtian 
Countries. 

But whether T 'ythes be due to the Miniſtry 
Jure divino, or not , we need not labour here 
to determine. This is ſuthcient to the matter 
under diſcourſe, that they are fo Fure humano ; 
and this every man knows , that knows any 
thing of the Law of the Land. By the Laws of 
this Kingdom, T'ythes ſtand as a diſtin? Eſtate 
from the nine parts from which, they are ſeve- 
red , and are appointed the Patrimony of the 
Church , for the maintenance of her Miniſters, 
(thoſe excepted that are impropriated:) fo that ' 
now no man pays any thing out of his own 
Eſtate, to the maintenance of the Miniſtry : 
Tenants have it conſidered to them in their 
Rents, and Owners mn their Purchaſes. This 
the covetous Zealot againſt T ythes would ſoon, 
to his diſappointment and grict., have under- 


ſtood, 
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ſtood, had he prevailed in his late eager de- 
ſign ; when he ſhould have ſeen his Landlord, 
by raiſing his Rent proportionably to his 
1ythes (newly gained, as he thought from his 
Miniſter to himſelt ) take to himſelf that gain, 
which he had ſo long , fo earneſtly , and with 
ſuch ſucceſs purſued. 

2. Our Maintenance is thought too great 
for the ule it's allotted. 

The former miſtake re&ified, removes this 
alſo out of the way : for let it be how great 
ſoever, 1t concerns not you, lo long as it comes 
not out of your purſe. For what our mainte- 
nance is, we are thankful to God and good 
men, who in love to Religion, have made ſuch 
proviſton, for ſome to ſtudy it and promoteit : 
QO letnot the eyes of this preſent generation be 
evil, becauſe thoſe of their pious Anceſtors 
have been good. 

But is our maintenance indeed tco great ? 
The envious eye looks at other mens Eſtates, 
eſpecially that of the Clergie, through a magnt- 
fying Glaſs. If it be too great, it is upon one 
or both theſe accounts, That the Minifiry = 
Gs 2 c 
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be ſufficiently ſupplied with fit accommodati- 
ons at a leſs charge, or that the reſult of their 
work doth not countervail the charge, ſuch as 
it 1s. b 
To the former : Some men} who are prodi- 
gal enough in their own expences , and think 
nothing too much for themlelves, are very fru- 
gal and ſparing , when they come to conſider, 
what may be a competent maintenance for x. 
To what purpoſe ws this waſte ? it might have 
been ſold for much, and given to the poor, Joh.1 2. 
Thus Judas , to cloak his intended Sacriledge, 
pretends Charity. His hypocrite is unmaske ; 
not that be cared for the poor, but becauſe he was 
a T hief, and had the bag, and bare what was put 
therein. 7 
If our Lord himſelf was grudged that preci- 
ous box of oyntment, devoted by a pious wo- 
man to his perſonal ſervice ; well may we hs 
Servants expe the like meaſure trom the co- 
vetous World , to have that judged waſte , 
which the bounty of pious perſons hath devo- 
ted to our maintenance in his ſervice. 
But is our maintenance too great ? That of 


the 
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the Dionifhed Clergy excepted , the Revenues 
of the F arochial, it you look into molt inſtan- 
ces, are either bare and ſcant competences, or elſe 
falling ſhort of that ; and are too ſtrait allow- 
ances, not only in relpet of their tormer libe- 
ral education; and the Peoples preſent expetfa- 
tions of their C barity and Hoſpitality , but alſo 
in reſpect of the very Neceſſities of their fami- 
lies urgent upon them tor ſupplies. 'The mean- 
eft Artificers, who are bred up to their ſeveral 
Trades at a little charge , have a better income 
from their Callings, than ſome of us have from 
ours, though educated to it at great expence. 
To the latter : If the fe of our Þ unction 
be judged unequal to the charge at which we 
are maintained , what a low þ "Oe hath the 
World of thok things which are molt truly 
valuable ? It argues mens minds orcatly depra- 
ved, who undervalue ſuch prectors things to a 
| ittle preſent charge , which cannot be purcha- 
ſed with money, nor truly valued at any price. 
T he favour of God 1s better than life it ſelf”; 
the Salvation of Souls is of valt moment, what 
will it profit a man to gain the whole wor Il and 


loſe 
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loſe bis own ſoul? A portion in the infinite Me- 
rits of Chriſt excels all earthly Treaſures. An 
everlaſting life in perfe& peace and greateſt 
olory, to begin, when this momentany lite of 
{in and miſery ends, is certainly, in the judg- 
ment of all conſiderate perſons, to be prefer- 
red before the greateſt pleaſures that can ariſe 
from the practice of fin, and fulfilling of luſt. 

And theſe are the things that our Office 1s 

appointed to tender to you,and to poſleſs you 
of. Spiritual things given in exchange for 
Carndl, 1 Cor. 9. 11. 

We, out of modeſty and ſelf-denial, are un- 
willing at any time to make the matter of our 
maintenance the ſubje&t of our Sermons ; we 
are loth to tell you, That God is the true Pro- 
prietary in T ythes, becauſe he hath made xs the 
Cſufrufuaries, and lo through ignorance of the 
true ſtate of them, you become neither chear- 
ful, nor juſt in the payment of them , as other- 
wiſe you might be. 

Ir is our duty to inſtruc you in all Truths ; 
and allo by all due means, to preſerve our own 
reputation with you ; and ſo we may lie under 


an 
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an obligation in each reſpet, to inform you in 
this matter ; eſpecially, ſeeing thoſe falſe T each- 
ers, in the late times of falling away from the 
Church, that they might deſtroy our Fun#ion, 
did cry down our Maintenance, and had their 
dclired ettect upon many., making ſome their 
Proſelytes m that fo profitable a Dofrine , and 
levening others whom they could not quite 
pervert ; ſo that now in the practice of this 
novel opinion, many make conſcience not to pay 
theiy I ythes, and more make no conſcience to 
pay them. 

Theretore, it any of us , lead by the ſenſe 
of his own duty, and his deſires to inſtruct you, 
{hould fall upon this aiſcourle ; It me antict- 
pate your hard cenlures, and beſecca you, not 
ro ſurmiſe, that ſuch admoniſhes you of your 
duty for his own ends, and warns you againſt 
lacriſegious fraud, becauſe himfelf 1s damnified 
by it. 

JI. Our Meſſage. This, though it make the 
leaſt noiſe , yet upon due obſervation will be 
found the greateſt cauſe of all other , of that 


negle& the Ambaſladors of Chriſt meet with 
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in the World. And this is the gfteateſt won- 
der, That that which ſhould reconcile all per- 
ſons to us, and bear up our reputation under 
whatiever: our perſonal failings and defects be, 

ſhould prove the chief thing to bring the peo- 
ple to a diſlike of us, and difaffetion to us: 
That that , tor which our Calling is inveſted, 
and ſupported with honour , ſhould it ſelf be 
the underminer of our credit, and procure our 
reproach. Yet fo it will be found to be , if 
we take a ſurvey of the entertainment it hath 
in the VV orld. 

Our Meſſage trom God to men, is, That 
they be reconciled to God. It the Embally 
we are imployed in were inverted , and we 
made Ambaſſadors for ſenners , to pray God in 
their ſtead, that he would be reconciled to them; 
'That God would receive them into favour, 
though they continued in enmity againlt him ; 
That Chriſt would vive them the Priviledges 
of his Kingdom , though they never received 
him to rule over them ; Thar God would at 
jzit give them ever laſting lite in glory , though 
Ley walked all their life-time in their own 1in- 


ful 
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ful pleaſures, and ways of perdition. 

If t we might tell them of the Priviledges of 
the Goſpel, and ſay nothing of the Duties 
thereof ; It we could tell them , that the Pro- 
miles are abſolute, and conceal from them the 
Condition expreſled, that without holineſs nons 
ſhall ſee God ; that the unrighteous ſhall not in- 
berit the Kingdom of Heaven. 

If we had ſuch pleaſing things to tell them, 
no meſſage would come more welcome to 
them ; no Meſſengers be better accepted with 
them. How beautiful upon the mountains would 
our feet be ? how grateful ſhould we be to the 
World, and have the kindeſt entertainment at 
the hands of. ſinners? could we lay, Peace, 
Peace to them , though they walked on in the 


iniquity of lads ways. 
But we are not Fafors for the Devil ; we 


are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt. Our Meſſage is 
from Heaven, not from the infernal Pit. As 
if God did beſeech- you by us; we pray you 
in Chriſts ſtead, Be ye reconciled to God : Be- 
lieve and repent : Take Chriſts yoak upon 
you, and be obedient unto him ; walk not at- 
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ter the fleſh, but after the ſpirit : Part with e- 
very luſt, ceaſe from all fin ; crucifie the whole 
body of fm - let your repentance be ſincere ; not 
m reverſion, intended for the future ; nor par- 
tial, and by the halves ; let it be a preſent, uni- 
verſal permanent change of heart and life. 

Thele are the things we have in charge , to 
deliver to you , as our Meſlage from God to 
you. And theſe are worthy of God to re- 
quire, and beſt for you to give; thus will Gods 
Kingdom be again ere&ed and eſtabliſhed : 
thus will mans nature be refined ,* and exalted 
to primitive excellency : thus will men be train- 
ed up for Heaven; fitted to do the holy ſer- 
vice, and to enjoy the pure delights of that 
holy place. 

Yet ſo unreaſonable are luſt and fin ; fo do 
theſe blind the eyes, and inchant the hearts of 
men, that thoſe terms , which are fo equal in 
themſelves, and fo congruous to mans nature 
and future hopes , are judged hard and unrea- 
ſonable ; and Chriſt refuſed , peace with God 
rejeted, ſalvation wholly neglected, rather than 
thefe admitted. 

And 
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And thus the Meſſage , through miſtake 
and prejudice, being diſliked and rejected , the 
Meſlengers alſo fall under the like hard Fate : 
and as thoſe two, in the Goſpel, poſſe{ſed with 
Devils, ſaid unto Chriſt, ſo thoſe who are poſ- 
ſeſled with luſts, the Brats of the Devil, ſay to 
his Ambaſſadors , who come to caſt them out ; 
What have we to do with you ? are you come to 
torment us before the time ? Mat. $. 

To cry down the ways of ſin, which corrupt 
nature cryes up ; and to promote righteoul- 
neſs, holineſs, ſobriety, and all the vertues which 
mens luſts have ſuch an Antipathy againſt, muſt 
needs prove an ungrateful work. 'T'o prels a- 
oainſt the bent of mens ſtrong inclinations ; to 
commend to them what they moſt diſlike , is 
not the way to procure him, that is ſo imploy- 
ed, any goodwill or eſteem. 

Profeſſion of Religion and form of Godlineſs, 
is not diſliked ; our Preaching is not difplea- 
ſing, if we touch not upon mens beloved lults ; 
They like not our reproofs. And lo , thou art 
unto them as a very lovely ſong of one that hath 


a pleaſant voice , and can play well on an inſtru- 
2 ment, 


52 The Honour of the Clergy 
ment, for they bear thy words , but they do them 
not, Exek. 33. 31,32, 3o. Sound Dodrine 
and eloquent Language is not ungrateful to 
their ears : But /uſt muſt not be too openly and 
ſeverely checkt ; nor duty too carneltly preſſed 
their hearts go after their luſts. Theretore they 
deſpiſe us, talk againſt us, becauſe they cannot 
forlake the ways we reprove, nor do the things 
 weexhort them to. 
Am I therefore your enemy, becauſe I tell you 
the truth ? Gal. 4. 14. vS. Paul had lately 
boaſted of that kind and honourable entertain- 


ment he had with the Galatians , Recggped as 


an Angel of God , even as Feſus Chriſt.” If it 
had been poſſible , they would have plucked out 
their own eyes , and have given them unto him. 
And preſently he complains, he was like to loſe 
their triendſhip, by his plain and faithful deal- 
ing with them. 

To reprove fin, is commonly a fruitleſs and 
thankle(s office : He that doth it, ſhall not loſe 
his labour only, and his reward , but come in 
danger to draw that diſpleaſure on himlelf , 

« which ſhould be poured forth upon. the {in he 
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reproves ; as if the reproof, and not the famlr, 
were worthy of blame. 

Cicero, in his Tra&tde Amicitia, takes notice 
of that perverie carriage of offenders , and 
gives his animadverſion upon it : Atq; illud ab- 
ſurdum eſt, quod 11 qui monentur , eam moleſtiam, 
quam debent capere , non capinnt : eam capinnt, 
qua debent carere. Peccaſſe enim ſe non angun- 
tur, objurgart moleſte ferunt. 

This is not our uncharitable ſurmiſe : mens 
practices will abundantly witneſs the truth of 
it, while they continue in their ſins, without fear, 
and in negle& of duty , without any regard to 
our better advice and admonition. 

And thus feeing our Meſſage diſregarded, 
our counlel rejected , and our whole Embaſty 
made uſeleſs, and of noette&, through the ſin- 
ful reſolutions of men to continue in their fins, 
it is not a reaſonable expeQation, that our Per- 
ons ſhould be preſerved from contempt, and 
our Office held in honour. 

| But what remedy ſhall we preſcribe to this 
Epidemical diſeaſe ? 
Let no man deſpiſe thy youth , is 9. Pauls ad- 
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vice to Timothy. We have not-mens hearts 
and tongues in our keeping, to hold them from 
diſdainful thoughts and words againſt our per- 
ſons and offtice. But we will do what we can, 
that our perſons be not contemptible , nor our 
Miniſterial a&tions vile. We will do what we 
can to give you no cauſe to deſpiſe us: and 
that you may not deſpife us without cauſe. 

The Text puts Honour upon you, and allo 
gives you a Duty in charge. We preſcribe this 
as a remedy - ng your deſpiſing us, That 
you truly value your ſelves, and carctully do 
your duty. 

Pur a juſt value upon your ſelves , and you 
' will ſee caule to give #s our due honour. Your 
Souls are immortal : the whole tenure of Scri- 
| pture proves it. That you are endowed with 
diſcourſe and reaſon, ſhews your Souls to be of 
a more ſublime nature, than the ſouls of beaſts. 
The ere& lite and frame of your body , leads 
you to a high opinion of your Soul; and by 
its poſture to contemplate Heaven , intimates 
Heaven to be the place of the Souls future re- 
ception. 


Your 
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Your Boajes indeed are ſubje& to corrupti- 
on. The Rabbins obſerve a Myſtery in the 
word ©T9, which with a very little change in 
one point, ſignifies the Living and the Dead : 
and note from thence', that man is but a point 
from death. Yet even your frail bodies, 
when calcined in the earth, and raiſed up again 
to lite, by the power of God, ſhall then be in- 
corruptible. 

Your perſons are redeemed by the precious 
blood of Chriſt ; the Miniſtry of reconciltati- 
on is put into our hands , that you may be re- 
conciled to God, through the blood of Chriſt, 
and be ſaved. 

Value your ſelves by what God hath done 
for you , both in Creatjon and Redemption, 
and you will fee your need of our afliſtance, 
and our uſefulneſs to you in. your greateſt con- 
cerns, and will value us and our Miniſtry ac- 
cordingly. 

A true eſtimate taken of your own worth, 
will allo put you upon your duty :; and your 
doing your duty , will further incourage us in 


ours: we ſhall with all joy and readinels of 
mind, 
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mind, diſcharge our office towards you, when 
we ſee you , out of a ſenſe of your fouls true 
worth, earneſtly ſeek reconciliation with God. 
Our Duty meaſures out yours : when we 
Preach, you are to be attentive Hearers : when 
we Pray , you are to joyn devontly with us: 
when we adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper, you are to partake worthily of it. 
Preaching is not our only Duty , therefore 
is not Hearing your only Duty. But yet the 
one is our duty, and the other yours. Thoſe 
who ſeem to have the leaſt kindnels for Preath- 
zng, do yet allow of one kind of it as zeceſſary, 
namely , to convert Pagans ; to inſtru& thoſe 
in the Faith of Chriſt, and ro per{wade them 
to embrace it , who have not heard of Chriſt : 
And another kind as expedient ; To inſtruc 
Chriſtians, as need requires, to comfort, exhort, 
reprove them. 
For the former ; though there may be much 
12norance in ſome places among the vulgar, 
yet no where ſo great, as that we ſhould look 
upon them as Pagans, and addreſs our ſelves to 


them , as to thoſe that know nothing of the 
Goſpel, 
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Goſpel. But ſuch is the ignorance of many, 
who are in the boſom of the Church, fach their 
forgetfulnels of what they know in Religion, 
ſuch their negle& and unwillingneſs to practiſe 
what they do not forget ; ſuch their aptneſs to 
back-ſlide ; that Preaching is - neceſſary , nor 
only to them without the Church, bur to thoſe 
allo within it, to inſtruct them further in Reli- 

ion, to exhort them to a due practice of it, to 
cheriſh their obedience, and t& hold them back 
from {n. 

We preach, to the end, you may hear ; 
therefore what neceſſity there is for our Preach- 
ing, there is the ſame for your Hearing. T1 
that you-may receive benefit by our Embaily, 
you mult be diligent trequenters of Sermons. 
Some are of opinion, we may preach, and you 
may hear too much. Let me commend to you 
four Cautions, and then hear as much as you 
can. | 

1. Let not our Preaching and your Hearing 
juſtle out other Duty,to which we are equally at 
leaſt obliged. Do not defire that Divine Service 


be cut ſhort, to gain more time for the Sermon, 


| let 
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let not the Publick Prayers of the Church be- 
come tributary to Sermons. , 

2. Do not account Preaching the only , or 
the main eſſential Duty of Religion. 

3- Be ye doers of the word , not hearers only. 
Do not think your duty is done, when the Ser- 
mon is ended : but that your chiet work is to 
begin, when you have received inſtructions for 
it. Do not recompenle defeis in doing your 
duty , by ſupererogating in hearing it : ſuch is 
not equal commutation. The more you hear, 
the more, and not the leſs, are you obliged to 
practiſe. You hear to know, and you know 
to do. 

Your great and common failing in this im- 
portant point , hath lead ſome perſons into 
milapprehenſions about the End of Preaching, 
That we preach only to be heard ; and that we 
expe no turther iflue of our Sermons , than 
that you fit attentively while they laſt, and 
when they are done, repair to your houles, 1a- 
tisfied that you have done your duty. Theſe 
perſons judge of our Sermons, not by what we 
ſay, for they hear us not , but by what you av, 
and that they ee, We 
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We preach to inſtru&, exhort, admoniſh, 
reprove you; ſee that you comport with the 
end of our Preaching : we commend to you 
good works : we prels them upon you, that you 
would deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts , and 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly. Though we 
cannot urge good works as meritorious , and 
make that conſideration our chiet argument to 
commend them to your practice ; yet we can, 
and do preſs them upon you, as neceſſary : The 
peremptory Commands of our Saviour, and his | 
conditional Promiſes make them lo. 

4. I ake heed whom you hear. Hear thoſe who 
are the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ; who have their 
Commiſſion and their Meſage both from God ; 
whom the Church hath inveſted with Authority 
to preach. Hear Preachers legally Ordained, 
upon trial and proof firſt taken of their abili- 
ties. And among theſe Orthodox and lawtul 
Miniſters, I commend to you in the firſt place 
your own Miniſter, whom God and the eſtabli- 
ſhed Law hath ſet over you to be your fpiri- 
tual Guide. Hear not ſuch , who neither had 
Education , nor have any real A bilities for the 
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Miniſtry : who intrude themſelves into the 
Preachers office out of miſapprehenſion : Of 
themſelves they, have too high conceit, or of 
I'reaching too low. They falſely arrogate to 
themſelves the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the Spirit , to 
-nable them to do that which otherwiſe they 
are moſt unfit to undertake. Or elſe, they 
think Preaching ſo mean and eafte a work, that 
any body , who is good for little elſe , may 
do it. 

Theſe mens real abilities are not thoſe of the 
Soul, knowledge, wiſdom , piety ; but of the 
Body ; they are able to ſpeak loud and long, and 
by that means repreſent themſelves zealous for 
Gods glory, and the Peoples falvation. Moſt 
of {fach., as they care little for the Churches 
Authority to admit them to that Office ; fo do 
they as little regard the DoGrine of the Church 
in the execution of it. 

Hear ſuch as are educated for the ſervice of 
the Miniftry, and do, by diligent ſtudy, medi- 
tation, and prayer, prepare their Sermons, and 
do not boldh, ſpeak quzcquid in buccam venerit, 
what comes next, Demoſthenes would not 
offer 
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offer to ſpeak his Orations before he had prepa- 
red them,and had takenNores of what he would 
ſpeak ; He laid, It was a token, the man loved 
the people well, wie would be careful before what 
be would ſay to them. 

I would have added a fifth Caution, Take 
heed what you hear : but I ee that ſuperſeded, 
in greateſt part, in t635. Hear ſuch a Preacher 
as will take heed what he ſpeaks , and you will 
need the leſs, to take heed what you hear. 

With theſe Cautions, hear what you can ; 
that your Cnderſtanding may be inlightned with 
true knowledge, and your Afﬀections nlivened to 
{uitable a1on. 

Ignorance is no help-to devotion, unleſs to 
fuch as it (-If is, blind Devotion:nor can it beany 
helpto obedience, unleſs you make Gods ſecret 
(not his revealed) will, therule of it, A&.13.27. 

And zeal without know ledge is dangerous ; 
it hath had ill effects, and may have lo again, 
Rom. 10. 2. Joh. i&a 

Let Knowledge go before to ouide Leal, and 
Zeal tollow after ro actuate Knowledge. Aﬀe- 


ion is active and violent , ready to tranſport 
mem 
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men into unſound opinions and unſafe praci- 
ces, if knowledge do not over-rule and guide it. 
Puſtinian the good Emperour, out of his love 
ro Chriſt, and zeal for his glory, embraced the 
falle opinion of the Aphthartodocite, and chu- 
{ed rather to believe Chriſts body to be incor- 
ruptible, than, as ours are, corruptible. 

Ler not your greater zeal for ſome truths, 
bear down others, for which you have leſs af- 
fetion, and of which lels knowledge. Cicero, 
that he might defend /zberty of mans will, and 
contingency of ſecond cauſes, and keep out Fa- 
tal Neceſſity , denies the Preſcience and Provi- 
dence of God : which S. Auguſtine obſerving, 
lays, Ciceronem, ut faceret homines liberos , fe- 
ciſſe ſacrilegos. 

Prayer is another Duty of our Office: your 


Duty it is to join with us therein , with due at- 


tention , reverence ; and devotion. Public 


Prayers are moſt prevalent with God for ob- 
taining of mercies , when many of his people 
join their intereſt and ſtrength together , as it 
were to beliege Heaven. 


Forms of Prayer are not to be excepted a- 


ga . 
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gainſt. There never was any ſolid cogent ar- 
oument brought againſt them , nor, I believe, 
ever will be. Nor are our Publick Prayers to 
be diſliked. Thoſe many aſperſions hereto- 
tore caſt upon our Liturgie , have in the iſſue 
proved rather beauty ſpots , to adorn and com- 
mend it , than blemiſhes to diſguiſe and dif- 
grace It. 

A late reverend and learned Perſon, Hooker- 
taking notice of the great number and little 
force of the Exceptions taken againſt it , ſays 
thus of them ; © W hich whoſoever doth mea- 
* {ure by Number , muſt needs be out of love 
*with a thing that hath ſo many faults ; who- 
*{oever by Weight , cannot chuſe but eſteem 
* very highly of that , wherein the W it of fo 
* ſcrupulous Adverſaries hathnot obſerved any 
* defect, which themſelves can ſeriouſly think to 
© be of moment. 

That Exception touching our Conformity: 
with the Church of Rome , mm our Common 
Prayer, both in the Form of it, and in muchof 
the Matter of it, which of all other ſeems to be: 


the greateſt, as ſtriking not at ſome one branch 
! ot 
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of it, but at the very frame and body of the 
Book , will be found very impertinent and 
weak, if duly weighed. 

- Wedo not depart from that Church, upon 
any other caule , nor in any other thing than 
her Errors. VV here thoſe of the Church of 
Rome follow truth and reaſon , we are ready 
to go along with them. As we would follow 
none in their Errors , {o neither would we re- 
je& the Truth, becaule ſuch retain it, who toge- 
ther with truth hold Errors allo. 

What therefore there is in therr Prayers a- 
oreeable to the holy Scriptures , that we wil- 
lingly retain. ' We do not follow the Exam- 
ple of that Church , without reference had to 
that Rule, which will preſerve us from Error. 
Be ye followers of me, even as I am of Chriſt , is 
all that S. Paul defires of the Corinthians , and 
we grant no more to the Church of Rome in this 
matter. | 

To adminiſter the Sacraments, is another 
oreat Duty of our Office. It's your duty to 
bring your Infant-children ſolemnly to the one, 
and to come your ſelves devoutly to the other. 


Let 
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Let not the Croſs in Baptiſmbe a ſtumbling- 
block in your way to it. It any ſfcruple at 
that, let him ſeriouſly conſult the T hirtieth Ca- 
non of our Church , and he ſhall receive ample 
and ſufhcient ſatisfaction. 
Nor let Kneeling at the Lords Supper hold 
ou back from it. Iris a geſture of piety and 
humility. And it's fit the Body ſhould give 
teſtimony of the Soul unteignedly humbl.d, 
when ſach high and undeſcrved tavours are 
beſtowed upon man by God. We cannot 
promiſe you to work a Miracle , and by the 
words of Conſecration repeated , change the 
Bread into the very Body of Chriſt , ſo that 
what was Bread before, ſhall thereby ceaſe to 
be Bread, and become Chriſts Body ; and by 
this means pur all perſons promiſcuoully into 
a capacity to eat the Lords Body. But this 
we can do; we can fo change the outward 
Elements of Bread and W ine, though not in 
Nature, yet in ©ſe , that according to Chriſts 
Inſtitution, they ſhall really repreſent, exhibit, 
and ſeal to you the _— and Blood of Chriſt, 


ro 
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to the great benefit of your Souls, provided 
_ —_ duly prepared , and devoutly dil- 
oled. 

4 Laſtly, Ir is our Duty, required of us both 
by Law, and his Majeſties late Indulgence, to 
be Conformable. ' Give me leave to inlarge the 
word, and to commend the Duty to you. 

Be you Conformable, throughly and exact- 
ly , to your Mother the :Church , in her Do- 
&rine , Diſcipline, Government, Rites, and 
Ceremonies ; to your heavenly Father allo, 
. God Almighty, in Faith and Manners. 

I mention your Conformity in this Order ; 
not to give the preheminence to the firſt, but 
to ſignifie thus much to you, that Conformity to 
the Church is a proper means much conducing 
to Conformity to God ; that whoſoever ſhall 
 judiciouſly and conſcientiouſly conform to the 
Church, will become more diſpoſed to conform 
to the holy Laws of God. 

This upon a threefold account. 

I. Conformity is a fignal mean to ſecure to 
us and our Poſterity , the Reformed Religion 


as 
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as now eſtabliſhed , in the open, publick Pro- 
teſſ1on of it. Non-confornwty is an evidence of 
mens diſlike , diflatisfa&tion, and offence taken 
at the publick Exerciſe of Religion : and what 
they diſlike, complain of, quarrel at, they will 
no longer hold , than opportunity may ſerve 
ro ſhake off. And our ſad experience ſhews 
us the miſchiets that ariſe trom ſuch inconſtan- 
cy in Religion. When men have once de- 
parted from that ſure ground on which the 
Reformed Religion ſets them , they find no 
where to reſt, but ſcruple , and fluctuate, and 
change trom one per{waſton to another , till at 
laſt, they do in effec, caſt off all Religion, and 
with it Humanity too, and relapſe into as per- 
tet Paganiſm, as that from which our Nation 
was firſt converted, ſaving that the bare names 
of Jeſus Chriſt and the Goſpel remain amongſt 
them. 

To be always innovating in Religion, and 
calling out for further Reformation , ſhuts the 
door againſt all ſuch as might have.inclination 
to come in tous; and opens the door to all 
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that would go out fromus.* For till they ſee 
us {erled and fixed, they cannot ſee what Faith 
they ſhall /zve in, nor foreſee what Faith they 
ſhall dye in. And by this means, the ſtate of 
Religion may be weakened, by decreaſe of the 
number of thoſe, who publickly protels it. 

II. Conformity doth much conduce to the 
real and profitable practice of Religion. 

t. Ir prevents that loſs of time, which minds 
unſatisfied about theſe things ſuffer. Difſen- 
ters ſpend that time in furthering their diflikes, 
and maintaining their quarrels at ſuch things, 
as Conformiſts are ſatisfied in , which might 
have been fpent more profitably , in ſtudying 
thoſe practical things , which would influence 
their lives to all good converſation. 

2. It removes that diſturbance of mind, 
wherewith ſuch men diſquiet themſelves , that 
they cannot ſettle to peaceable lite and ver- 
tuous practice. 

HE. (onformity diſpoſes men to a perfe&, 
peaceable ſubmiſſion to the Miniſtry , and to 
improve themſelves under it, in the ſeveral du- 
| ties 
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ties thereof. It keeps men from affe&ting No- 
velties, and from loathing the wholeſom food of 
the W ord. 

To LA0KavMY X dniopon, An appetite de- 
ſiring novelties , and then ſoon nauſcating at 
them ( which Lucian obſerved to be inbred in 
the nature of rhan ; and which others ſince 
have noted to be the great cauſes of thoſe ma- 
ny Hereftes introduced into the Church ). is 
beſt ſubdued and ſuppreſſed by a conſcientious 
Conformity. 

His Majeſties Indulgence, though it expreſs 
the Church of England to be preſerved and 
remain entire, in its Do&rine, Diſcipline, and 
Government ; TI hough the liberty indulged 
be only to truly tender Conſciences , and that 
in order rather to reclaim them, than to retain 
or increaſe the number of them ; yet hath had 
this ſiniſter conſtruction put upon it by the 
practice of ſome, as if every man now were ſet 
at liberty to profeſs what Religion, and to 
joyn himlelt to what Congregation himlelf- 
liked beſt. For ſome have forſaken the Church 


our 
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out of ſome petty pique taken againſt their 
Miniſter : ſome having committed a crime 
puniſhable by our Ecclefiaſtical Laws , have 
fled to a ſeparate Congregation , as to a Cit 
of Refuge, to ſave themſelves from the laſh of 
the Law. 

The, conſideration of this hath moved 
me to ſay much of what I have now fpo- 
ken upon this, matter. And hereupon I be- 
ſeech you , that you will/ in all good conlci- 
ence frequent Divine Service, Sermons , and 
Sacraments, and endeavour to improve your 
ſelves under thoſe good means , in knowledge, 
picty , and all Chriſtian pam That if the 
practice or per{waſton of any perſon ſhould be 
a temptation upon you, to forſake the Church 
you have been born and bred up in, to joyn 
your ſelves to ſome ſeparate Congregation ; 
your found knowledge in Religion, your fin- 
cere eſteem of it , and hearty love to it, and 
your willing ſubmiſſion to it as it's now eſta- 
bliſhed by Law , may be your preſervative 
and ſecurity againſt all ſeducements whatſo- 
ever. There 
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There was another Conformity mentioned, 
namely, to God : T hat ye be holy in all manner 
of converſation , giving up your ſelves wholly 
to be governed by the holy Laws of God. Let 
it be your chict care to be conformable in this 
fenſe : let this Conformity be the end of the 
former , for it is the intent of it. The Dilſci- 
pline, Rites , and Ceremonies of the Church 
are all intended for the advancement of Reli- 

ion in the hearts and lives of men. 

Let Church-Conformity lead you to Con- 
formity to God, and let your Conformity to 
God credit and crown your Conformity to 
the Church. | 

That your ſelves firſt obſerving , piety and 
devotion, and all Chriſtian praftice to grow in 
you, by means of Conformity to the Church, 
you may {till like the better of it, and be more 
confirmed in 1t. 

And that others, as yet prejudiced againl(t 
it, obſerving your good converſation , vertu- 
ous and gracious lite, may allo be perſ[waded 
to make tryal of that courle, in which you 
F have 
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have been happily trained up in knowledge 
and piety ; and finding the like good effe&t 
| upon themſelves from it, may become judi- 
| cioully and conſcientiouſly conformable, and 

be happy Examples to draw other diſſenting 

perſons into Church-fellowſhip with us, to the 
glory of God, the honour of Religion, the 
peace of the Church, their own Salvation, and 
the increaſe of brotherly Love amongſt us. 


